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BCSD Mission & Belief Statements: Meeting the challenge of preparing EVERY student for 
learning, life, and work beyond school. 
 

In pursuing this Mission, we believe:  
 The diversity of our community is a strength 

 In providing an equitable education for all students, regardless of race, ethnicity, class,  
gender identity, sexuality, or disability.   

 A culture of care, including ensuring a safe and supportive emotional environment for all, 
     will help ensure the wellness of the entire school community. 
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BEACON CITY SCHOOL DISTRICT 
ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS 

Forrestal, Glenham, Sargent, South Avenue 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL 

 

Dear JVF Family, 

 

Welcome to J.V. Forrestal Elementary School, I look forward to another school year together.  The JVF 

Elementary Student Handbook is designed to provide a resource for some of the basic information that you and 

your child will need during the school year. It also includes information that is helpful in understanding our 

school district policies. 

 

The term “parent” refers to the parent, legal guardian, caregiver, or other person who has agreed to assume 

school-related responsibility for a student. Both students and parents must be familiar with the Beacon City 

School District Student Code of Conduct, required by state law and intended to promote school safety and a 

positive atmosphere for learning. You will see that our handbook also references the BCSD Strategic Plan and 

the skills and attributes we work to help every student attain and demonstrate as they grow in their educational 

journey. 

 

The handbook is updated yearly, while policy adoption and revision may occur throughout the year. The 

handbook is also available electronically on our school website, where updates are made more frequently. 

Please note that references to alphabetical policy codes are included so that parents can refer to current board 

policy. Changes in policy that affect Student Handbook provisions will be made available to students and 

parents through newsletters or other communications.  

 

We encourage parents to review the entire handbook with their children and keep it as a reference during this 

school year. If you or your child have questions about any of the material in this handbook, please contact a 

teacher, the main office clerical team, or the principal. We welcome your participation and support during the 

school year and encourage your involvement and membership with the JVF PTSO. For information about 

school happenings, please be sure to check out the “Principal’s Monthly Post (PMP)” found our school website, 

shared via PTSO list- serve, and distributed via robo-message each month.  

 

We are committed to preparing your child academically, socially, and emotionally toward reaching their full 

potential! I hope that you have enjoyed your summer and are just as excited as I am to start this school year 

together. We have a joyous journey ahead of us! 

 

Sincerely, 
 

 

Crystal Sessoms 

JV Forrestal Principal 

 

 

 

  

   Dr. Matthew Landahl 

Superintendent of Schools 

 

Ms. Ann Marie Quartironi 

Deputy Superintendent 

 

             Dr. William Rolon 

Assistant Superintendent of  

Personnel and Policy 

 

Mr. Erik Wright 

Assistant Superintendent 

       of Curriculum and Student 
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Skills and Attributes 
 

At J. V. Forrestal Elementary School, we hold high the Beacon City School District’s mission of preparing EVERY 

student for learning, life, and work beyond school. Additionally, we are committed to supporting our students 

in their development and demonstration of the following skills and attributes.  

 

Skills 

Communication 

 Organize and articulate thoughts – write, speak, or create media for a variety of purposes and 

audiences 

 Use digital tools for a variety of purposes and audiences 

 Actively listen, comprehend, and respond appropriately 
 

Problem Solving (Solving complex problems) 

 Identify and frame problems with their associated consequences 

 Understand and apply problem solving processes 

 Implement and reflect on the effectiveness of proposed solutions 
 

Creative & Critical Thinking 

 Identify multiple perspectives, options, or pathways 

 Apply novel or insightful notions 

 Apply criteria and evaluate for a purpose 

 Use evidence, logic, and reason 
 

Collaboration – Independence 

 Work with others to accomplish tasks and solve problems 

 Demonstrate metacognition of interpersonal skills 

 Fulfill different roles in a variety of situations 

 Demonstrate self-direction and initiative  

 Overcome obstacles to success 
 

Digital Literacy 

 Be a good digital citizen 

 Practice effective search techniques 

 Apply criteria and analysis processes for information validity  

 Consistently use reliable and valid information in the service of learning 
 

Attributes 

Empathy 

 Kindness, care, and compassion for others  

 Respect for persons and property 

 Understanding of the circumstances and opinions of others 
 

Self-Regulation 

 Self-awareness and emotional metacognition 

 Ability to recognize and act to regulate reactions and shift actions 
 

Citizenship/Community 

 Understanding that all members are part of a larger whole 

 Demonstrates the relationship between rights and responsibilities 

 Contributes to the overall success of the community as a whole 
 

Curiosity, Wonder, Awe & Imagination 

 Generates questions and follows leads 

 Investigates and creates 

 Demonstrates a passion and energy for learning 
 

Adaptability/Flexibility  

 Calm and positive when structures or patterns change 

 Sees change as opportunity          
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The Elementary School Schedule 

 

At the elementary schools in Beacon, the students and staff follow a four-day schedule.  An 

important goal of this endeavor is to maximize instructional time during the school day by 

reducing and minimizing interruptions in the classrooms.  By looking at scheduling differently, 

we seek to provide longer blocks of uninterrupted time for language arts, math and additional 

core subjects.  This plan minimizes instructional time lost due to holidays, school closings and 

or delays to classes scheduled on the same day (Special Area Subjects).  Research shows 

students benefit from greater consistency and predictability with the school day.   

 

What does a Four-Day Rotation Mean and How Will I Know What Day It Is? 

 

A four-day rotation does not mean that there are now four days of school.  Instead of defining 

the week as Monday through Friday, it takes four days labeled: day 1, 2, 3, 4 and uses them as 

a cycle throughout the school year.  So, “Day 1” may fall on a Monday one week and it may 

be a Thursday on another week.  The important piece is to know which day the cycle we are 

on versus the day of the week it is. 

 

It is important to know the cycle because it affects the “specials” your child has (Art, Physical 

Education, Music, Library).  For example, instead of Art being every Tuesday, it might be every 

“Day 3”.  You will receive this information from your child’s teacher on the first day of school. 

 

You will soon become familiar and comfortable with keeping track of the cycle, but this 

information can be found in a variety of places: 

 At the entrance of the main lobby 

 On the information boards 

 On the district and school websites 
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School Schedule 

 

Pre- K Program* 

 

        Morning Session    8:40 – 11:10 

        Afternoon Session     12:40 – 3:10 

 

Kindergarten 

 

Doors open for Breakfast at 8:30 a.m. 

Homeroom begins at 8:40 a.m. 

*Late pass is required after 9:00 a.m.  

Dismissal is at 3:10 p.m. 

 

 

Grades 1 – 5 

 

Doors open for Breakfast at 8:30 a.m. 

Homeroom begins at 8:40 a.m. 

*Late pass is required after 9:00 a.m. 

   Dismissal is at approx. 3:20 p.m. 

                   *Late passes are given by our school attendance secretary 

 

* Entrance & dismissal: Pre-K Main/Front Door – K-2 Lower Door – 3-5 Parking Lot Side Door 

 

 

Please Note: 
 

It is important that the arrival and dismissal times be adhered to as shown above.  Please make the 

necessary arrangements to drop off and/or pick up your child in a prompt and courteous manner. 

 

To ensure the safety and security of all students, please DO NOT drop off children prior to 8:30 a.m. 

or leave children unattended after 3:20 p.m.   

THERE IS NO SUPERVISION PROVIDED FOR CHILDREN WHO ARRIVE BEFORE THE SCHOOL 

DOORS OPEN OR WHO ARE NOT PICKED UP ON TIME AT DISMISSAL.  
 

Be sure to obey all traffic signs.  

 

PLEASE DO NOT PARK IN THE BUS LOOP, ALONG LIBERTY STREET (No Standing Signs), or in THE 

VILLAS PRIVATE LOT.   

 

THE BUS LOOP IS FOR SCHOOL BUSES AND EMERGENCY VEHICLES ONLY. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=school+attendance+note+pics&view=detail&id=567E3893E1847E81537934CE42D0EE97B2E8C4C1&first=91&qpvt=school+attendance+note+pics&FORM=IDFRIR
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Attendance  

 

Beacon City School District guidelines require that a child be 5 years of age on or before December 1
st
 

to be admitted for entrance to kindergarten. 

 

New York State Education Law requires that all children from ages 6 through 17 attend school 

regularly. 

 

 Regular attendance at school is extremely important and critical for student success. 

 Please note that each parent/guardian is legally responsible for seeing that your child reports to 

school in a timely manner, and is responsible for calling the school whenever an absence occurs. 

 If your child is absent, please call the Attendance Office at 845-838-6900 (Ext. 5602) on the 

morning of your child’s absence. 

 A written excuse is required for each day of absence from school.  The note should state the child’s 

name, date(s) of absence, and the specific reason for the absence. 

 If your child will be absent for an extended period of time, the school should be notified in 

advance or as soon as possible so that assignments can be provided. 

 

 

Unless you call the school to report your child’s absence, you will receive a phone call from the 

Attendance Office each day your child is absent to confirm the reason they are not in school. 

  

 

A legal absence from school may be one of the following reasons: 

  

 Illness of your child 

 Emergency Family Illness 

 Religious observation 

 Required Court appearance 

 Death in the Family 

 Impassable roads due to severe weather 

 Quarantine 

 Emergency medical/dental appointments* 

 

* Whenever possible, please make medical or dental appointments after school, 
as lessons missed during classroom time are difficult to make up. 
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Early Dismissal 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If a student is to be dismissed early, a written request to the school is required.  A 

parent/guardian must report to the Attendance Office to sign out and pick up their 

child. *ALL VISITORS ARE REQUIRED TO SHOW VALID IDENTIFICATION.  Please 
remember to bring your driver’s license or photo ID to enter the building. 

 
No one is to go directly to the classroom, as this would be disruptive to the learning 

environment. 
   

    1. Children will be called from their classroom upon your arrival at school.  Students 

must be signed out at the Attendance Office before they are called out from their 

classroom. 

 

    2. Your child CANNOT be released to anyone under the age of 18.  

 

3. Early releases between 3:00 p.m. and dismissal (3:20 p.m.) are prohibited. This is              

a critical time in the school day, and it constantly delays dismissal when 

parents/guardians are picking up between these times.  

 

 

MESSAGES FOR STUDENTS 

 

Any changes in your child’s daily routine should be discussed with your child BEFORE 

they leave for school in the morning.  A written note regarding any change in daily 

routine should be sent to school with your child advising the classroom teacher and the 

administrative staff of the change. 

 

The School Office is not always able to relay personal messages for individual students 

during the school day.  

  

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=school+forms&view=detail&id=2D00E898CC35AD1FB0E0AFF6ED18D709AE49756F&first=451&FORM=IDFRIR
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Medical Information 
 

 
By New York State law, the school is responsible for first aid care only.  If additional medical care 
is required, parents will be notified. 
 
Accidents that occur at home or away from school property are not cared for by the school nurse.  
 
When to keep your child home from School: 

 If their temperature is 100° or higher.  If your child attends school with a temperature of 100° or 
higher, they will be sent home. 

 If they are experiencing any gastrointestinal problems such as diarrhea or vomiting. 
 Strep Throat. 
 If your child exhibits any inflammation of the eye, unless documentation of allergies is noted in their 

health record. 
 Rashes with a fever.  Rashes without a fever will be evaluated by the school nurse and will determine 

if the student needs to be picked up for further evaluation by his/her healthcare provider. 
 Head lice infestation with live lice and/or nits close to the scalp. 
 
Your child should be free of any of the above symptoms for 24 hours before they return to 
school. 

School Physicals 
 
Annual School Physical examinations are required for all students entering kindergarten, second 
and fourth grade, and for any new students entering from outside the school district.  We urge 
you to take your child to your family physician before entering school.   If you would like to have 
your child examined by the district physician, you must submit your request in writing and direct 
it to the school nurse. 

Health Screenings 
 

In an effort to identify health needs, the following screenings are given by the school nurse: 
  1. Vision Tests 
  2. Hearing Tests 
  3. Measurement of height and weight 
  4. Scoliosis 

Health Services 
 

The school nurse will see children who show symptoms of illness or who 
are injured during the school day. Parents will be notified if it is 
determined that the child should not remain in school. 

 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=elementary+absent+notes&view=detail&id=AB2902B7A9D5199D5FE0484815FF58C234A0D73A&first=91&FORM=IDFRIR
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Immunizations 
 
New York State Education Law requires that each school should maintain a record with the dates of the 
following immunizations: 

 Diptheria/tetanus - 3 doses administered as DPT, DT, Dtap or Td 

 Polio -  3 doses of OPV or TOPV or 3 doses of IPV Measles – (2 doses, the first administered after 12 
months of age, and the 2nd after 15 months of age for children born on or after 1/1/85 only.)  All 
other children only one dose. 

 Mumps – 1 dose administered after 12 months of age 

 Rubella (German Measles) – 1 dose administered after 12 months of age 

 Hepatitis B – (3 doses for K-12 students born on or after 1/1/93).  

 Varicella (Chicken Pox) – (1 dose administered after 12 month of age) for all students born on or 
after 11/98 and entering Kindergarten on or after 9/03.  1 Dose for students born on or after 
1/1/94 and entering 6th grade on or after 1/1/2005. 

 Dtap – Booster will be required upon entering 6th grade for students turning 11 years of age. 
 

Confirmation in writing of the above immunizations must be presented to the school.  Students 
without written documentation of these immunizations will not be allowed to enter school. 

Medications 
 
New York State Education Law states the following: 

Children may not bring medication of any kind to school, including over-the-counter medications.  
Children may have medication administered in school only under the following conditions: 
 
 The medication must be accompanied by a written order signed by a physician, with the following 

information:  name of the student, name of the medication, reason for administering, dosage, time 
and number of days. 

 Medication must be in the original container, have a professional label, and be delivered to the 
school nurse in an original, unopened container or box. 

 The parent must also submit a written request to the school nurse to administer the medication. 
 
Any changes in dosage must be accomplished through a written request by physician and parent. 

New prescriptions are required at the beginning of each school year. 

*At the end of the school year, it is the responsibility of the parent/guardian to pick up all student 
medications from the nurse’s office.  

 

 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=prescription+bottle&view=detail&id=71F63FEF70F3584345B0857F2B282327DD6FCBD2&first=0&FORM=IDFRIR
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Technology 

 
 

 

 

 

Technology has become paramount in communication. There are some guidelines that 
staff members adhere to as it relates to technology: 

Facebook has become an extremely popular form of communication. Is it is suggested that 
current/former students and parents/guardians do not “friend” staff members of the 
Beacon City School district. 

Email is often one of the best ways for educators to communicate with parents/guardians. 
There is also access to the district web site as well. 

 

 

Student Records 

 

All Student Records are maintained by the Attendance Office, including contact 

information and academic records.  

 

It is extremely important that you notify the school in writing of any 

change in your child’s contact information as soon as possible.  The 

district’s automated telephone notification system will contact you directly based on the 

information that is in your child’s record. 

 

All requests for academic records should be directed to the Attendance Office. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=computers&view=detail&id=1AEAE1F41785BD2287F8FEFADC52E8870AD265AD&first=0&FORM=IDFRIR
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Safety and Security 
 

Visitors to School 
 

In order to insure that the building is secure and that classrooms are free of disruptions, *all 
visitors to JV Forrestal Elementary School are required to report to the Main Office and obtain 
a “Visitors Badge”.   The Visitor’s Badge must be worn in a visible place during the entire time 
you are visiting our building. 
*ALL VISTORS ARE REQUIRED TO SHOW VALID PHOTO IDENTIFICATION” 
 
 
Automobile Traffic 
 
 
 

1. Cars may NOT enter the driveway in front of the building.  THIS DRIVEWAY IS 
FOR BUSES AND EMERGENCY VEHICLES ONLY.  

2. Parking lots on the side and in the rear of the building are reserved for faculty, staff and 
parents.  There is also street parking available.   

 
To prevent traffic congestion, please park just long enough to pick up or drop off your child. 
 

       Bicycles 
 

 Bicycles may not be ridden on school property during school hours.  Bicycles must be 
“walked” once on school property. 

 Bicycles are to be locked immediately upon arrival at school. 
 New York State Law requires children aged 14 and under to wear a bicycle safety helmet  
 
 
Walkers 
 

Children and adults must stay on the sidewalk at all times.  
 

 
 

 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=school+crosswalk+sign&view=detail&id=E33DDBE1312E9E0DC25855773AD8C81135FB43AB&first=0&FORM=IDFRIR
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=no+parking+signs+school+busses+onlyy&view=detail&id=B4DF411FB3A352EFB8F2C2D1AEF0325E1EDA9D0F&first=0&FORM=IDFRIR
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Student Valuables and Lost & Found 
 

 
The school is not responsible for student property which is lost or stolen.  If your child wears 
glasses, a watch, or “good” jewelry to school, it is their responsibility to keep track of them at all 
times.  Students are cautioned not to bring large amounts of money to school.   If they must, this 
fact should be brought to the immediate attention of the classroom teacher upon your child’s 
arrival in school. 
 
Students are NOT to bring cell phones, electronic games or toys, I-Pods, I-Pads, trading cards, 
beepers, or any electronic devices to school.  Any student who brings these items to school will 
have them taken away.  A parent/guardian will be required to pick up the item. 
 
 
Lost & Found 
 
Lost &Found bins are maintained near the entrance to the cafeteria.  Items are placed there as 
they are found during the day.  Coats, jackets, mittens, and lunch boxes are collected there.  Any 
glasses or jewelry found is held in the Main Office.  If your child is missing an item, please 
remind them to check these bins often for missing articles. 
 
 
 
Note: For health reasons, items placed in the Lost and Found bins are discarded periodically.  Any Lost & 
Found items not collected at the end of the school year will be discarded. 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=lost+and+found+clip+art&view=detail&id=2E5CE9EE01214823B0BFF7E2DE8420F43C95074C&first=0&qpvt=lost+and+found+clip+art&FORM=IDFRIR
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Emergency Closings and Delays 
 

School Delay or Closing  

 

In the event of severe weather or mechanical breakdown, starting time may be delayed or school may 

be closed. The same conditions may also necessitate an early dismissal. The district’s automated 

telephone notification system will contact you directly with this information.  For this reason, it is 

important that you notify the school of any change in your contact information.  This information will 

also be available on the district website. 

 

The District-Wide Automated Phone Notification system will call the primary number you have 

designated the district to call regarding closings, delays, or early releases.  Please check your phone 

regularly for information. 

 

In addition, it is a good idea to listen to the local radio or TV stations each morning.  Please check the 

following: 

 School District Website:  www.beaconcityk12.org 

 Local TV stations: Channel 22 (for Cablevision customers) 

 Local radio stations: AM stations: 

- 1200 WGNY 

- 1260 WBNR 

- 1390 WEOK 

- 1450 WKIP 

                                         FM stations: 

- 97.7 WCZX  

- 100.7 WHUD 

- 101.5 WPDH 

- 104.7 WSPK 

 

Delayed Openings/Early Releases 

 

The school must have your current information so that you may be contacted regarding delayed 

openings, closings, or early dismissals. 

 

 2-Hour Delay.  When a “2-Hour Delay” occurs, school doors will open at 10:30 a.m.  Students 

will be considered late at 10:45 a.m.  Breakfast will not be served on these days. 

 Early Release/Dismissal.  It is the responsibility of each parent/guardian to ensure that there is a 

plan in place for their child in the event of any early release/dismissal. 

 

Please be sure that the school is aware of any unique bus/pick-up instructions if your normal day 

care provider is not available. 

 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=snow+clip+art&view=detail&id=C7560A48099477583D94CF99C75F90D2DF75DF0A&first=31&FORM=IDFRIR
http://www.beaconcity/
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Dress Code 
 
Children should wear comfortable clothes for moving about and getting involved in 
activities such as physical education and painting.  
 
Sneakers are required for gym.    
 
 
 

Warm Weather Note 

Children should dress appropriately at all times.  In order for shorts and skirts to be 
acceptable, they should reach the child’s fingertips as they put their arms to their sides.  
Tops should not reveal undergarments or body parts (midriff shirts are not appropriate for 
school).  Flip-flops and shoes with high heels are NOT permitted at school, as they present 
a safety hazard.  Sandals are only acceptable if they do not have heels on them, and they 
must have a back strap.  

Cold Weather Note 
Children will go outside for recess as long as the weather permits, even in the winter, as 
long as the (“feels like”) temperature is above 26°.  Dressing in layers as the weather gets 
colder is a good idea (see Outdoor Recess Regulations and Wellness Policy 5405).  
 

● Students will play outdoors daily when weather and air quality do not pose a significant 
health risk, as outline in the Beacon City School District Wellness Policy, and Outdoor 
Recess Regulation. 
 

● Students will remain inside in extreme weather conditions such as: cold temperatures (below 
26 degrees) and wind chill, heavy rain and snowfall. In the event that the school conducts 
indoor recess, our teachers and staff will follow indoor recess guidelines that promote 
physical activity for students, to the extent practicable, as determined by the school principal. 
 

● If your child cannot participate in recess for health reasons, please send a note to this effect.  
 

Please make sure your child arrives ready to play by sending them appropriately dressed for the weather so 
they can participate fully, move freely, play safely, and be comfortable.  
 

Examples of clothes that allow for outdoor play in different weather conditions include: 
• Snow: heavy coat, boots, hat, scarf, and gloves. 
• Rain: raincoat, sneakers, boots.  
• Varying temps: layers of clothing.  
 

Children’s footwear should also provide support for running and playing outdoors. Examples of appropriate 
footwear include sneakers, gym shoes, and other shoes with rubber soles that enclose the feet and will not 
come off easily.  
For our little ones - please work with your child at home practicing zipping, buttoning, removing boots etc. 
they will receive help at school, however, support at home in practicing this will help lead them to 
independence and timely process for getting outside and returning from recess.  

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=sneakers/gym+clip+art&view=detail&id=F57BA2EC8DD1EB85C0131D271DCCF4053869272E&first=0&FORM=IDFRIR
https://boardpolicyonline.com/?b=beacon_city
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ynlKPS_ot-SrHLRJFsH4_bPHCyLQKATv/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ynlKPS_ot-SrHLRJFsH4_bPHCyLQKATv/view?usp=sharing
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Parent Teacher Communication 
 

 

 Parent Teacher Communication 

 

Report Cards 

 

Report cards will be sent home quarterly.  Please review your child’s report card 

carefully.  Teachers will share information about the skills and concepts your child is 

learning.  They will also list ways to support your child if they are having difficulty. If 

there are concerns about a student’s progress, parents will be notified five weeks before 

reports cards are sent home.  

 

Please refer to the schedule as listed for the distribution of report cards and five-week 

progress reports. 

 

A parent-teacher conference is required following the first 10-week marking period at 

which your child’s report card will be discussed and given to you. 

 

If further explanation is desired, a conference may be arranged by contacting your 

child’s teacher. 

 

If you wish to communicate with your child’s teacher, please send a note in with your 

child requesting the teacher to contact you.  Please include your child’s name, a brief 

description of your concern, and include your contact information.   

 

All meetings with your child’s teacher must be set up by appointment and should be 

made at least 24 hours in advance. 

 

What To Do If You Have a Concern 
 

Step 1 – First contact your child’s teacher to review the situation and to explain your 

concern.  

(Note:  Your child’s teacher is always the first step in successfully resolving a concern.) 

Step 2 – Contact the School Psychologist, Social Worker or Nurse to intervene as 

needed. 

Step 3 – Contact the Principal after involving all other available school resources. 

Step 4 – Contact the Superintendent only after involving the Principal and all other 

available school staff.  

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=parent+teacher+communication+clip+art&view=detail&id=624F8DD7B4C1A95FD15D3D71838FDFEC385675C6&first=31&FORM=IDFRIR
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Lunchtime  

 

The School District Lunch Manager will publish a cafeteria menu with prices and food 

choices for breakfast and lunch at the beginning of the school year.  Each month, your 

child will be given a menu to take home.  Please review this menu with your child.  

 

Students may bring their lunch from home, or they may purchase lunch from the 

cafeteria.  Meal tickets are available and may be purchased by sending in payment to 

the “Beacon School Lunch Program”.   

 

*Beginning July 1, 2012 federal regulations require schools to offer a wider variety of nutritious foods 

such as whole grains, fruits and vegetables and to meet stricter limits on saturated fat and portion sizes.  

The new meal pattern mandates are part of a strategy to create a healthier school environment which will 

promote a healthy lifestyle that will help children succeed in the classroom. 

 

    Food Prices:  Breakfast -  $1.60       

Lunch  - $2.90 

Milk/Juice - $  .60 

*prices subject to change 

 

Free and Reduced Price lunches are available for those who qualify.  Applications are 

sent home at the beginning of the school year.  They are also available in the Main 

Office and can be submitted at any time during the school year. 

 

If an emergency occurs and your child has to charge a lunch, it is expected that you will 

remit payment within 24 hours.  Parents will be notified by the school lunch manager 

when excessive charges have occurred. 

 

Students are expected to use the lunch period to eat, socialize in an orderly manner, and 

relax from the daily class schedule.  In order to keep the cafeteria a clean, safe, 

attractive, and pleasant place to eat, the following rules must be observed: 

1. Respect all cafeteria staff, aides and adults. 

2. Use good manners (say “Please” and “Thank You”). 

3. Keep cafeteria lines orderly. 

4. Walk at all times, and keep your hands to yourself. 

5. Keep all milk cartons, food and waste paper on the tray. 

6. Empty all debris and trays into the waste containers. 

7. Keep tables, seats, and floor clean. 

8. Report any spilled goods or liquids to an adult. 

9. All foods must be eaten at the tables within the cafeteria. 

10. No food or beverage (sealed or unsealed) may be taken out of the cafeteria.  
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Transportation 

 

Bus transportation is provided to all students who reside more than 1.5 miles from JV 

Forrestal Elementary Avenue School. 

 

All bus routes have been organized to operate with the most efficiency and maximum 

safety in mind.  Therefore, it is imperative that children not transfer from their regular 

bus to another. 

 

        
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Student                                 BUS CONDUCT 

1. The driver is in complete charge and must be 

obeyed. 

2. Any action that might disrupt the driver is strictly 

forbidden. 

3. Students must remain seated while the bus is in 

motion.  After entering, and until leaving the bus, 

students will keep heads, hands and arms inside 

the bus at all times. 

4. Littering on the bus or throwing anything from 

the bus is prohibited. 

5. Books, backpacks, packages, coats or any other 

items must be kept out of the aisle. 

6. Students will be courteous to the driver, to other 

bus riders, chaperones, and to all other persons. 

7. Eating is not permitted on the bus. 

8. Yelling, cursing, obscene language, scuffling, 

and/or fighting are forbidden on the bus. 

9. Students will not tamper with the bus or any of 

its equipment. 

10. Any damage done to the bus or bus equipment 

will be paid for by the offender. 

11. In case of an emergency, students must follow 

the directions of the bus driver. 

 

 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=school+bus+clip+art&view=detail&id=E95CAAF3D47C66F1F6E04B71EE6CE0160F7B8DFB&first=0&qpvt=school+bus+clip+art&FORM=IDFRIR
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Leaving the Bus 

 

1. Students departing the bus must remain seated until the bus comes to a 

complete stop. 

2. Students crossing the road will cross at least 10 feet in front of the bus, only 

after the driver has signaled that it is safe to do so. 

3. The driver shall discharge students only at the student’s designated school bus 

stop, unless the student has proper authorization from an authorized school 

official for a change in drop-off location. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Transportation Changes 

 

Questions, changes, or concerns about the transportation of your child on the district 

buses should be directed to the Supervisor of Transportation at 838-6900, Ext. 2701.   

 

 

Bus safety is a cooperative program.  Both the school and the home can work together 

by periodically reminding children of good safety procedures and habits. 

 

  

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=safety+on+school+buses&view=detail&id=F99868E74336C0EFF8AEDBA59B52B30B83DD6D2B&first=0&FORM=IDFRIR
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School Happenings 

 
 

 

Meet the Teacher Night 

‘Meet the Teacher Night’ is an opportunity for you, the parents, to come to your child’s classroom and 

meet the teacher in an informal atmosphere.  Your child’s teacher will take this opportunity to talk 

about a typical day.  Individual parent/teacher conferences are scheduled at this time.  This program 

gives the parents an opportunity to see their child’s school environment and meet parents of children 

in your child’s class.  

 

Spirit of Beacon Day 

The Spirit of Beacon Day is an annual community event in which JV Forrestal Elementary School 

participates.  Students, teachers, and parents show our school spirit by marching in the parade and 

having a booth on Main Street to raise money for PTSO activities.  Please join us, and wear your JV 

Forrestal Elementary School t-shirt to show the community how proud we are to be associated with JV 

Forrestal Elementary School.  For more information, please e-mail “jvfptso@gmail.com” 

 

Parent Conferences 

 

Parent conferences are scheduled prior to the first report card.  This allows parents and teachers to talk 

individually about their child and answer any questions or concerns you may have since the school 

year started.  This is a great opportunity to better understand what your child’s teacher expects and 

how to attain these goals.  Parent conferences may be scheduled at any time by calling the school and 

requesting an appointment. 

 

PTSO Fundraisers 

 

During the school year, the PTSO conducts several fundraisers.  These fundraisers enable the PTSO to 

sponsor educational programs at the school.  In addition, each teacher (who is a PTSO member) is 

invited to apply for a “PTSO Mini-Grant” to request funds for programs or materials they feel would 

be most appropriate for their class.  The success of the PTSO fundraisers depends upon your support.  

 

Book Fair 

 

The PTSO will offer the Scholastic Book Fair for a week in the Spring which coincides with the school 

“Open House”.  The Book Fair is an opportunity to bring reasonably-priced books into your home.  

All books available are appropriate for children to read and are offered at many grade levels.  Books 

may also be purchased and donated to our own school library at these times.  The PTSO needs 

volunteers to help the children shop.  Please e-mail “jvfptso@gmail.com” if you are able to assist. 

 

Open House         

 

Each Spring, we invite you to come and visit your child’s classroom.  You will be able to see your 

child’s educational environment, review their progress, and appreciate their projects on display. 

 

 

mailto:jvfptso@gmail.com
mailto:jvfptso@gmail.com
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JV Forrestal Elementary School Spirit Items 

The PTSO sells various Spirit Wear items, including t-shirts and sweatshirts for children and adults as a 

fundraiser.  Consider purchasing one of these items to show your school spirit.  Order forms will come 

home in the Fall.  You can e-mail the PTSO at “jvfptso@gmail.com” for more information. 

 

 

JV Forrestal Elementary Garden 

 

“Empowering children to be informed ecological citizens through year round garden education focused 

on healthy eating, food literacy, environmental stewardship and academic success.” 

http://hudsonvalleyseed.org/ 

 

 

 

                                              Calico Ball 

 

 

 

 

This is a district-wide, 3
rd
 grade event performed at Beacon High School.  This project exposes the 

children to an understanding of culture that might be unfamiliar to them, including history, art, food, 

traditions, songs, and dance. 

  

 

Moving Up Ceremonies     

 

At the end of the school year, JV Forrestal Elementary 5th grade students participate in a Moving Up 

Ceremony to recognize their achievements and to wish them well on their academic career as they 

enter Rombout Middle School. 

 

 

JV Forrestal Elementary School Scholarship 

 

The JV Forrestal Elementary School PTSO sponsors two scholarships to former JV Forrestal students 

graduating from Beacon High School.  Applications become available from the High School Guidance 

Office in the spring. 

 

                                                                                        

  

mailto:jvfptso@gmail.com
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Wellness Policy Regulations: Outdoor Recess Effective Beginning 2018-19 School Yr. 
 

During typical winter days, common sense requires us to look beyond a specific temperature and consider factors such as 

wind chill, whether the ground is frozen or the sun is shining, how well students are prepared to play outdoors (jackets, 

gloves, and hats), and the length of time to be spent outside.  
 

Deciding when students play outside remains the responsibility of the principal, based on his/her professional judgment 
and is a judgment call on a day-to-day basis. The decision-making process may also vary from grade to grade.   
 

The following are expected guidelines to follow in order to adhere to the district’s wellness policy # 5405 on recess. 
 

● In conditions of rain, snow, sleet, or when the temperature is below 26 degrees with/without wind chill 

factors students will remain indoors for recess. 
 

● Principals will check weather advisories and weather service announcements, as well as outdoor 

conditions in areas used for recess to inform daily decisions.   
 

● Principals will include outdoor recess information in the school’s student/family handbook each year.   
 

● Principals will send reminder letters and notifications to families at the beginning of the winter season 

regarding outdoor recess and the district’s regulation.  

○ Additional reminders may be sent as determined necessary by the principal throughout the 

winter season.  This includes reminders that children will need to be properly dressed for cold 

weather conditions which may include boots, hats, gloves, and a warm coat. 
 

● Children with special health conditions, in particular asthmatic children, may require special 

accommodations during cold weather which will be included as part of a 504 Accommodation Plan or 

Emergency Medical Plan;  
 

● All students will go outside unless they have a note from either a parent/guardian or a doctor for short 

term, acute health needs. 
 

Principal will work with student support services staff in the school, such as social worker, nurse, and/or 

school psychologist in order to support families as needed to determine individual student needs for exemptions to 
outdoor recess, or support with ensuring students are dressed appropriately for winter weather conditions. 
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JV FORRESTAL ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 

845-838-6900 

 

 

Main Office/Principal    - 5601 

Attendance Office     - 5602 

Kitchen/Cafeteria     - 5606 

Nurse       - 5310 

School Psychologist                    - 5608 

Social Worker                      - 5607 

 

 

 

DISTRICT ADMINISTRATION 

845-838-6900 

 

 

Board of Education Office  - 2001 

Food Services    - 2012 

Maintenance & Technology  - 2016 

Special Education 

 Pre-School    - 2015 

 Elementary    - 2007 

 Middle/High School  - 2020 

 Outside Placement/Medicare - 2030 

 Transportation   - 2701 

 

 

 

 

TELEPHONE DIRECTORY 


